
GK Bites: April 2017 
 

www.BankExamsToday.Com Page 1 
 

 Kolkata-based United Bank of India (UBI) has launched a railway ticket booking facility by having a direct 

tie-up IRCTC.  

 Vivek Chaand Sehgal, the 60-year-old chairman of auto parts maker Motherson Sumi Systems Ltd, has 

been named Indian entrepreneur of the year 2016 by EY, the consulting firm formerly known as Ernst & 

Young.  

 Dena Bank has introduced RFID-enabled banking cards whereby a branch/relationship manager can 

identify a valued client entering a branch with the card.  

 Darjeeling has opened the country’s first hill station bicycle path, with views of the world’s highest 

mountains as cycling grows in popularity among Indians.  

 The High Court of Bombay at Goa has introduced online payment of court fees through e-payment 

gateway in coordination with the Goa Government and National Informatics Centre (NIC).  

 School buses will now have to be equipped with GPS, CCTV arrangements and speed governors as per the 

revised guidelines issued by the CBSE to ensure greater safety of children.  

 India and Germany ratify social security agreement.  

 The 89th Academy Awards ceremony, presented by the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences 

(AMPAS) to honor the best films of 2016, was held at the Dolby Theatre in Los Angeles, California, on 

February 26, 2017.  

 Adding another feather in her cap, star shuttler Saina Nehwal, who was appointed a member of the 

International Olympic Committee’s Athletes’ Commission (AC) last year, would be representing the panel in 

the Badminton World Federation (BWF).  

 Rio Olympian Thanackal Gopi and Monika Athare won the men's and women's titles respectively, clocking 

impressive timings, in the second edition of the IDBI Federal Life Insurance New Delhi Marathon.  

 Olympic silver medallist John-John Dohmen of Belgium and retiring Netherlands star Naomi Van As were 

named the male and female Players of the Year for 2016, respectively, by the International Hockey 

Federation (FIH).  

 Mumbai is the richest Indian city with a total wealth of $820 billion  

 Rajasthan Chief Minister Vasundhara Raje today inaugurated a medical project Rajasthan Heart Attack 

Treatment programme (RAHAT), launched by a private hospital.  

 India’s largest software services firm Tata Consultancy Services has broken into the list of Top 3 most 

valuable brands in the IT services industry by Brand Finance, the leading global brand valuation firm.  
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 Fifth Harmony star Normani Kordei has been named a global ambassador for the American Cancer 

Society.  

 India's state-run Oil and Natural Gas Corp will take control of Hindustan Petroleum Corp as part of the 

government's plan to create an integrated public sector oil entity.  

 Second-seeded Jo-Wilfried Tsonga defeated Frenchman Lucas Pouille to win the 2017 Open 13.  

 Japan's SoftBank Group Corp and Taiwan's Foxconn have agreed to form a joint venture, as the two large 

Asian technology companies expand their ties.  

 Pooja Ghatkar secured India’s first medal at the ongoing ISSF World Cup with a score of 228.8 in the final 

round.  

 Food technology company Gorb has partnered with cab aggregator Ola to offer food to consumers at 

discounted rates in Mumbai.  

 Government-run Air India has put into operation its newly-leased Airbus A320 Neo with its maiden flight 

arriving in Chennai from New Delhi.  

 The world's first robot table tennis tutor FORPHEUS in Japan has set a new Guinness World Record for its 

uncanny ability of being able to play the game better than most humans.  

 Off-spinner Ravichandran Ashwin added yet another feather to his cap by becoming the highest wicket-

taker in a home Test season.  

 Three poets from Maharashtra have been conferred with the Vishakha Awards on February 26, 2017 at 

the Kalidas Kalamandir Hall in Maharashtra during the occasion of Marathi Bhasha Gaurav Din.  

 Chandra Shekhar Azad's 86th Martyrdom Day observed on 27th February.  

 Railway Minister Suresh Prabhu flagged off the country’s first Antyodaya Express.  

 Minister for Information & Broadcasting M Venkaiah Naidu and Member of the Parliament of Ukraine and 

Chairman of the National Council of Television Ukraine Mr. Iurii Artemenko have agreed to strengthen the 

bilateral cooperation between the two countries through the medium of Cinema in New Delhi.  

 India Test skipper Virat Kohli has been named as the 'Captain of the Year' at the 10th annual ESPNcricinfo 

Awards.  

 Noted film actor Kabir Bedi was appointed as the honourary brand ambassador of Sightsavers, a global 

organisation working to prevent avoidable blindness.  

 Iran's Atomic Energy Organisation (AEOI) stated that Russia and Iran have reached an agreement to 

jointly produce nuclear fuel.  
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 Government of India, in consultation with the Reserve Bank of India(RBI), has decided to issue Sovereign 

Gold Bonds 2016-17–Series IV. Applications for the bond will be accepted from February 27, 2017 to 

March 03, 2017.  

 Chinese multinational telecommunications equipment company ZTE made an announcement that it has 

launched a next generation 5G IT baseband unit (BBU) partnered with Intel Corporation for this 

technology.  

 Paytm E-Commerce, the online marketplace arm of One97 Communications Pvt. Ltd, launched Paytm Mall, 

a mobile app and online shopping portal.  

 Director of Health and Family Welfare Services K V Raman said that Union Territory was having 11 deaths 

of children per 1000 babies born.  

 Former Union Minister P. Shiv Shankar passed away after a prolonged illness. He was 89.  

 Last year’s finalists Kalinga Lancers made amends to lift their maiden Hockey India League title, defeating 

Dabang Mumbai 4-1 in the final  

 Standalone health insurer Apollo Munich Health Insurance is expanding its footprint across the country 

with bancassurance tie-up with state-owned Dena Bank.  

 The Haryana government has set up an online system for Panipat to monitor the sex-ratio in the district as 

part of the 'Beti Bachao, Beti Padhao' programme.  

 National Science Day is celebrated all over India with great enthusiasm on 28th of February every year in 

order to commemorate the invention of the Raman Effect in India by the Indian physicist, Sir 

Chandrasekhara Venkata Raman on the same day in the year 1928.  

 Senior diplomat Ruchi Ghanashyam was appointed as the Secretary (West) in the Ministry of External 

Affairs.  

 The government has shifted the responsibility of promoting digital transactions in the country to the 

Ministry of IT and Electronics (MEITY) from NITI Aayog.  

 Senior tribal leader from Chhattisgarh and ex-parliamentarian Nand Kumar Sai has assumed charge as 

chairman of the National Commission for Scheduled Tribes (NCST).  

 Radhanagar on the Havelock Island in the Andamans has featured among the top 10 in TripAdvisor’s 

‘World’s Travellers’ Choice Award-Winning Beaches’.  

 The country's first integrated heliport was inaugurated in the national capital with Civil Aviation Minister A 

Gajapathi Raju saying it is the first of its kind facility in South Asia.  

 Joint secretary Gopal Baglay was appointed the spokesperson of the Ministry of External Affairs.  
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 National Science Day is celebrated in India on 28 February each year to mark the discovery of the Raman 

effect by Indian physicist Sir Chandrashekhara Venkata Raman on 28 February 1928.  

 Global leader in payment solutions American Express announced the launch of Buyer Initiated Payments 

(BIP), an electronic payment platform linked to corporate card that reduces processing costs and offers 

extended payment terms compared to traditional invoice payments.  

 Sanjiv Singh was appointed chairman of the Indian Oil Corporation Ltd (IOCL), the country’s largest 

commercial enterprise.  

 The World Bank will provide USD 63 million loan to India to empower 6.8 lakh adolescent girls in 

Jharkhand under the 'Tejaswini' project.  

 Former Indian women's cricketer Shantha Rangaswamy has become the first female cricketer to be 

nominated for the BCCI Lifetime Achievement Award.  

 The Reserve Bank on Tuesday announced setting up of the inter-disciplinary standing committee on cyber 

security to review the threats inherent in the existing and emerging technology.  

 M C Chauhan was appointed as General Manager of North Central Railway, Allahabad.  

 South-based Lakshmi Vilas Bank has tied up with Centrum Group in which the bank will refer its High Net 

Worth Individuals (HNI) to Centrum for wealth management and family office services.  

 LTE mobile network operator Reliance Jio has announced collaboration with the networking giant Cisco to 

expand Jio’s existing multi-terabit capacity with the first All-IP converged network in India.  

 The price of non-subsidised cooking gas (LPG) was hiked by a steep Rs 86 per cylinder.  

 Some banks, including HDFC Bank, have begun charging a minimum amount of Rs 150 per transaction for 

cash deposits and withdrawals beyond four free transactions in a month.  

 R Subramania Kumar was today given additional charge of the post of Managing Director and Chief 

Executive Officer (CEO) of Indian Overseas Bank for three more months.  

 Union minister Narender Singh Tomar Launched the 'Swachh Shakti Saptah' in Haryana, "Swachhta" 

(cleanliness) has become a movement which now needs to made a mass movement.  

 World Civil Defence Day, created by decision of the ICDO General Assembly in 1990, is celebrated every 

year on the 1st of March.  

 Indian filmmaker Alankrita Shrivastava's Lipstick Under My Burkha, which has been denied a certificate by 

the country's movie censor board, has bagged the Audience Award at the Glasgow Film Festival 2017.  

 Reliance General Insurance (RGI), a part of Reliance Capital, has entered into a bancassurance tie-up with 

Catholic Syrian Bank.  
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 The All India Football Federation (AIFF) appointed Portugal's Luis Norton de Matos as the head coach of 

the India Under-17 team for the FIFA Under-17 World Cup.  

 Virat Kohli will become the first player to receive the Polly Umrigar Award - given to the International 

Cricketer of the Year - for the third time, at the BCCI Annual Awards in Bangalore on March 8. Kohli first 

received the award in 2011-12 and in 2014-15.  

 Former Tamil Nadu Chief Minister O Panneerselvam launched a portal which will be a hub of learning, 

interaction, opportunity, and connection.  

 Former India wrestler Kripa Shankar Bishnoi has been appointed an international match referee by United 

World Wrestling (UWW), the sport’s global governing body.  

 Telecom Secretary J.S. Deepak has been appointed as country's permanent representative to World Trade 

Organization (WTO).  

 India’s Ballistic Missile Defence (BMD) shield got a further fillip with the successful test of an interceptor 

supersonic missile conducted by the Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO)  

 Jitu Rai and Amanpreet Singh win gold and silver, respectively in men’s 50m free pistol at the ISSF 

Shooting World Cup.  

 Navy successfully test fires missile from Kalvari submarine.  

 Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala, has again topped the list of top Indian cities equipped to manage 

urbanisation, according to an evaluation of 21 major cities across 18 states by Janaagraha Centre for 

Citizenship and Democracy.  

 JNU wins visitor’s awards 2017 for best university.  

 Assam will host its first river festival- Namami Brahmaputra at the riverfront of Brahmaputra in Guwahati 

from 31 March to 4 April 2017.  

 Malaysia will cancel visa-free entry for North Koreans entering the country starting next week as 

diplomatic ties between the two countries fray further following the murder of Kim Jong-nam at the Kuala 

Lumpur airport.  

 Former Chief Secretary of Maharashtra Swadheen Kshatriya was sworn-in as the state’s first Right to 

Services (RTS) Chief Commissioner. Lokayukta Justice (retd) M L Tahiliani administered the oath of office to 

Kshatriya at Sahyadri state guest house in Mumbai.  

 GAIL signs 1st time swap deal for US LNG with Gunvor.  

 Government asks all banks to have banking facilities by March 31.  
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 The Delhi Metro Rail Corporation (DMRC) has entered the Limca Book of World Records for erecting 200 

U-shaped girders, the maximum to be launched on any metro corridor in the country within a month.  

 The Defence Minister Shri Manohar Parrikar presented the Raksha Mantris Trophy and Citation for the 

best Service Hospital in the Armed Forces Medical Services (AFMS) for the year 2016 to INHS Asvini, 

Mumbai.  

 The Ministry of Women & Child Development is observing the Swachhta Pakhwada from 1st March 2017 

to 15th March 2017, to raise awareness about Swachh Bharat Abhiyan among women and children.  

 Senior IAS officer T Jacob was appointed as Secretary, Union Public Service Commission (UPSC).  

 Kerala has achieved the maximum number of registrations under the Goods and Services Tax (GST) regime 

with at least 60 per cent of an estimated 2.5 lakh traders migrating to the new platform.  

 Former President Barack Obama was named the 2017 winner of the John F. Kennedy Profile in Courage 

Award for carrying on his fellow Democrat's legacy.  

 HDFC Life today announced the launch of an exclusive data-led group term insurance plan in partnership 

with ET Money, the Times Internet backed financial services app.  

 Sudhin Mathur has been named Managing Director of Motorola Mobility India and has been inducted as a 

full-time director on the company's Board.  

 SBI to charge for breaching monthly average balance in savings account.  

 Govt approves Rs 756 cr scheme to treat cancer patients.  

 A former army general Bakri Hassan Saleh, top aide to President Omar al-Bashir was sworn in as Sudan’s 

first prime minister since the post was scrapped in a 1989 Islamist-backed coup.  

 K Purwar was appointed Chairman and Managing Director of state-run telecom major Mahanagar 

Telephone Nigam Limited (MTNL).  

 Pakistan diplomat Sial assumes office as new sec gen of SAARC.  

 Aadhaar number made mandatory for students to receive midday meals.  

 French football legend Raymond Kopa passes away.  

 Cricketer-turned-commentator Aakash Chopra released his latest book 'Numbers Do Lie' at an event in 

Delhi. 

 Former IFS and MP Syed Shahabuddin dies at the age of 82 after suffering from prolonged illness. 

 The Hon’ble President of India and Supreme Commander of Indian Armed Forces, Shri Pranab Mukherjee 

awarded the Prestigious President’s Standard and Colours to 125 Helicopter Squadron and Mechanical 
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Training Institute (MTI) respectively, during a grand ceremonial parade held at Air Force Station 

Tambaram. 

 The United States and South Korean troops started their large-scale annual military drill named Foal 

Eagle. 

 Bharti Airtel and Millicom International Cellular have entered into an agreement to merge their 

respective units in Ghana to create the second-largest mobile carrier in the African country.  

 The Assam government led by Sarbananda Sonowal decided to make Sanskrit along with computer 

education, a permanent subject in the state schools. 

 American multinational corporation Cognizant has pocketed a deal to acquire Japanese digital firm 

Brilliant Service Co which is specialized in intelligent products and solutions, digital strategy, product 

design and engineering, the Internet of Things, and enterprise mobility. 

 Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee granted official status to the Kurukh language spoken by Oraon and 

Kisan tribes, and the Rajbanshi-Kamtapuri language spoken by the Koch Rajbanshi community, to mark 

International Mother Language Day 

 The Wildlife Crime Control Bureau (WCCB) under the Ministry of Environment and Forests coordinated 

nationwide ‘Operation Thunder Bird’ from January 30 to February 19, 2017 to combat illegal trade of 

wildlife animals in the country. 

 The Centre and States approved the model draft Bills for Centre and Integrated goods and services tax 

(GST). 

 Sam Querrey wins ATP Mexico Open. 

 INS Viraat, Indian Navy's flagship aircraft carrier, will retire from service. The aircraft carrier which holds 

the Guinness Record for the oldest carrier in service was inducted into the Indian Navy on May 12, 1987. 

 The Andhra Pradesh Cabinet approved proposals to rename the Vijayawada Airport and the Tirupati 

Airport. 

 Rs 10,000 penalty for bank branches refusing to exchange soiled notes. 

 Social networking site Facebook on Wednesday launched a new initiative, SheLeadsTech, to support 

women-founded or co-founded startups. 

 A Tirtha Darshan scheme, under which senior citizens of the state will be able to go on pilgrimage within 

the country on government expenses, was announced in the Haryana Assembly. 

 SBI to penalize non maintenance of monthly average balance in accounts from 1st of April. 

 Tribal festival ‘Bhagoria’ begins in MP. 
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 Out of favour with the All India Football Federation (AIFF) due to differences in opinion, former India 

captain Bhaichung Bhutia is no longer advisor to both the AIFF and President Praful Patel. 

 Rabi Ray former Lok Sabha speaker passes away. 

 Eminent Malayalam author and journalist M P Veerendra Kumar was today presented the 30th 

Moortidevi award by Bharatiya Jnanpith organization. 

 Andy Murray wins Dubai Duty Free Tennis Championship for the first time. 

 India to supply additional 60 MW power to Bangladesh. 

 The Centre has launched the first ever across-the-river survey in the Ganga to determine the population 

of aquatic life, including that of the endangered Gangetic doplhin. 

 Cabinet approves India-Portugal MoU on renewable energy. 

 Sri Lanka won the "Most Popular Tourism Destination Award" at the Guangzhou International Travel Fair 

(GITF) in China. 

 The popular singer Rihanna has been named the 2017 Harvard University Humanitarian of the Year, and 

will come to campus to accept the Peter J. Gomes Humanitarian Award at a ceremony. 

 Govt nod for strategic sale of 3 SAIL plants. 

 Himachal Pradesh state cabinet on Thursday approved Dharamsala, situated in the snow-capped 

Dhauladhar range, as the second capital of the hill state. 

 Lalji Singh, former Director,the center for cellular and Molecular Biology (CCMB) has been selected for 

the award of SERB Fellowship. 

 HDFC bank launches chatbot Eva for customer services. 

 Pakistan's seasoned diplomat Amjad Hussain B Sial today assumed office as the new Secretary General 

of the South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC). 

 OPPO wins Indian cricket team sponsorship rights for 5 years. 

 GMR’s Hyderabad International Airport has secured first position in the world in the prestigious Airports 

Council International (ACI)-Airport Service Quality (ASQ) survey in the 5-15 million passengers per annum 

(MPPA) category for the year 2016. 

 Jammu and Kashmir Minister for Food, Civil Supplies, and Consumer Affairs Chowdhary Zulfkar Ali 

inaugurated the first smart tribal model village 'Hubbi' in Rajouri district of the state. 

 Water Resources Minister Uma Bharti inaugurated a national conference on Jal Kranti Abhiyan in New 

Delhi. 

 Aishwariya Rai Bacchan wins best actress award for Sarbjit at International Film Festival. 
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 The Indian Institute of Science (IISc) in Bangalore has become the first Indian educational institution to 

make it to the top 10 of a global ranking for universities. 

 China overtakes eurozone as world’s biggest bank system. 

 A joint military exercise 'Surya Kiran-Xi' between India and Nepal began in Pithoragarh area of 

Uttarakhand. 

 The Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi released a commemorative postage stamp on the occasion of 

the 100th anniversary of Yogoda Satsanga Society of India. 

 International Yoga Fest to begin in New Delhi. 

 SBI launches ‘Work From Home’ facility for employees. 

 The Union cabinet on Monday approved India’s accession to the Customs Convention on International 

Transport of Goods under cover of TIR Carnets (TIR Convention). 

 International Women’s Day was observed on 8th March. 

 The Department of Industrial Policy and Promotion (DIPP) on Monday notified the Trademark Rules, 

2017. The Rules bring about two major developments- they slash the number of trademark application 

forms from 74 to 8, and hike the fee for trademark application. 

 Cuevas wins Brasil Open Tennis title. 

 The Minister of State (Independent Charge) of Environment, Forest and Climate Change, Shri Anil 

Madhav Dave, launched the web portal for obtaining Coastal Regulation Zone clearances. 

 To keep pace with technology across the globe, Karur Vysya Bank (KVB) today launched three 

technology services for the benefit of customers: FASTag, UPI and BBPS. 

 A 14-day joint training exercise of the armies of India and Oman began at Bakloh in Himachal Pradesh. 

 Chandigarh hosted a three-day long ‘Destination North East’ 2017 event, aimed at showcasing North 

East as a potential destination for investment. 

 PM Modi to inaugurate India’s longest cable bridge in Gujrat. 

 Europe launched the fifth of its Sentinel Earth observation satellites on Monday as part of its multi-

billion-euro Copernicus program to provide speedy images of land, oceans and waterways. 

 Vice president Hamid Ansari Attends IORA Summit in Jakarta. 

 Karnataka Chief Minister Siddaramaia launched a comprehensive web-based platform- PRATIBIMBA 

showcasing the government's performance and achievements to the citizens.  

 The Indian duo of Ravichandran Ashwin and Ravindra Jadeja on Wednesday became the first set of 

spinners to be jointly ranked number one in the ICC Test rankings for bowlers. 



GK Bites: April 2017 
 

www.BankExamsToday.Com Page 10 
 

 IDFC Bank launched the biometric-based Aadhaar Pay payment system. 

 Veteran Journalist Arvind Padmanabhan passed away. 

 The AIADMK IT Wing has launched the first-of-its-kind women safety application in Tamil Nadu. The app 

is called 'Ammavin Aran' meaning 'mother's fortress'. 

 For better targeting of central subsidies, the government has made Aadhaar mandatory for a host of 

schemes under the agriculture ministry, from soil health card and horticulture development to the Prime 

Minister’s flagship crop insurance scheme launched last year. 

 A 360-foot high (110 metres) flag post, the country's tallest, was inaugurated at the Indo-Pak Attari 

Border, just a stone's throw from Pakistan.  

 IBM announced it has created the world’s smallest magnet using a single atom – and stored one bit of 

data on it. Currently, hard disk drives use about 100,000 atoms to store a single bit.  

 Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik inaugurated a 24X7 toll free helpline number 181 for distressed women 

on the occasion on International Women's Day. 

 Mohan Bhagwat conferred honorary degree of Doctor of Science. 

 Himachal Pradesh Chief Minister Virbhadra Singh launched mobile App and website 'Mera Hunar HP', a 

first of its kind in the country. 

 Viola Davis, the popular actress, producer, director, activist, businesswoman, and philanthropist, has 

been named the 2017 Artist of the Year.  

 The Ford Foundation appointed Pradeep Nair as regional director for India, Nepal and Sri Lanka. 

 Tamil Nadu launches Rs 1580 crore housing scheme. 

 Air India says it has become the first airline to fly around the world with an all-female crew. 

 NTPC commissions 45MW of Bhadla solar plant. 

 Hawaii has become the first state to file a lawsuit against Donald Trump’s revised travel ban, saying the 

order will harm its Muslim population, tourism and foreign students. 

 Parliament passes bill to raise maternity leave to 26 weeks. 

 The mega cultural festival ‘India by the Nile’ got off to a colourful start at the foot of the Pyramids with a 

Crafts Mela, showcasing joint handicraft exhibition of India and Egypt. 

 Eminent Konkani writer Mahabaleshwar Sail has been honoured with the Saraswati Samman 2016 for 

his novel Hawthan. The award comprises a cash prize of Rs 15 lakh and a citation. 

 INS Tillachang commissioned to Indian Navy. 
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 46th National Safety Day/National Safety Week Campaign commenced on 4th March 2017 and 

concluded on 10th March 2017. 

 The commander of the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps announced that the Iranian military 

successfully test-fired a Hormuz-2 ballistic missile this week.  

 Punjab Agricultural University (PAU) has developed the first genetically modified (Bt) cotton seeds that 

can be reused, resulting in saving of input cost to farmers. 

 Goa election: Francis D’Souza (BJP) wins from Mapusa. 

 In a bid to make transactions through e-wallets safer and strengthen the grievance redressal 

mechanism for consumers, the government has released a set of guidelines for wallet firms.  

 Paddleboarder makes world’s first Atlantic crossing 

 The President of India, Shri Pranab Mukherjee inaugurated the 12th CII-EXIM Bank Conclave on India-

Africa Project Partnership in New Delhi.  

 Non-Banking Finance Companies (NBFCs) cannot lend more than Rs 25,000 in cash against gold, as 

stated by RBI. 

 Indian cricketing legend Sachin Tendulkar was announced as the official ambassador of Women's 

Cricket World Cup 2017 by the International Cricket Council (ICC)  

 CBSE makes 6 subjects mandatory for class X board exams. 

 BP Kanungo was appointed Deputy Governor in Reserve Bank of India (RBI) for three years.  

 Reliance Capital’s long serving CEO Sam Ghosh will leave the company on 31 March, after spending nine 

years at the financial services arm of Anil Ambani-led business conglomerate.  

 Shri Narendra Kumar, an officer of Central Water Engineering Service (1979 batch) has assumed the 

charge of Chairman, Central Water Commission (CWC).  

 The Lok Sabha on 10 March 2017 passed the Admiralty (Jurisdiction and Settlement of Maritime Claims) 

Bill, 2016.  

 The international conference on the VISION ZERO and its relevance to Occupational Safety and Health 

(OSH), is being organized from 15th to 17th, March 2017 at Vigyan Bhavan, New Delhi by Directorate 

General Factory Advice and Labour Institutes (DGFASLI), Government of India, Ministry of Labour and 

Employment and German Social Accident Insurance (DGUV), Germany in association with International 

Social Security Association (ISSA).  
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 On the occasion of 127th Foundation Day of National Archives of India (NAI), an exhibition entitled 

“Revolutionary Patriots (1905-1947)” was inaugurated by Shri N.K. Sinha, Secretary, Ministry of Culture in 

the presence of Shri Raghvendra Singh, Director General of NAI and many dignitaries.  

 Union Minister of State for Home Affairs of India. launched a mobile application "MySSB" in New Delhi  

 'Dangal' won the Viewer's Choice Best Film award at Zee Cine Awards 2017 on 11th March 2017.  

 Pakistan is set to conduct its first national census in 19 years which will begin on Wednesday with the 

assistance of over 200,000 troops.  

 Thai contestant Jiratchaya Sirimongkolnawin was crowned Miss International Queen 2016 on Friday at a 

contest billed as the world's largest and most popular transgender pageant.  

 Korea’s Hyundai Engineering Co has signed a deal worth 3 billion euros (USD 3.2 billion) with an Iranian 

investment fund to invest in a major Iranian oil project.  

 Environment minister Anil Madhav Dave, on Monday released the second stage of the 

Hydrochlorofluorocarbons (HCFC) phase-out management plan (HPMP), greenhouse gases that damage 

the earth’s ozone layer.  

 U.S. chip giant Intel has agreed to buy Israeli driverless technology firm Mobileye for $15.3 billion, the 

largest ever acquisition of an Israeli high-tech company.  

 All restrictions on cash withdrawal from savings bank account have been removed from today as the 

Reserve Bank of India (RBI) had announced about it last month.Earlier, it had removed cash withdrawal 

limits from ATMs from February 1.  

 SSP Chawrasia has become only the second Indian golfer to successfully defend the Hero Indian Open 

title.  

 Bangladesh’s unanimously adopted a resolution declaring March 25 as Genocide Day, in remembrance of 

the atrocities carried out by the Pakistani Army on the night of March 25, 1971.  

 The Government of Arunachal Pradesh has launched a new scheme - Adarsh Gram Yojana - with a view to 

reach to the poor people in rural areas.  

 The AIADMK IT Wing has launched the first-of-its-kind women safety application in Tamil Nadu. The app is 

called 'Ammavin Aran' meaning 'mother's fortress'.  

 Shiv Sena's Vishwanath Mahadeshwar elected as the Mayor of Mumbai with the support of the BJP, 

marking a coming together of the two parties after contesting the civic polls separately.  

 Lee Chong Wei won his fourth All England Open Badminton Championships crown.  

 HSBC has appointed Mark Tucker, the chief executive of Asian insurer AIA, as group chairman.  
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 Karnataka has announced an Idea2POC (Proof of Concept) fund of Rs10 crore for women entrepreneurs.  

 Chinese smartphone maker OnePlus has roped in Bollywood veteran Amitabh Bachchan as its new brand 

ambassador for India.  

 NTPC started power generation from India’s largest floating solar power plant at Kayamkulam in Kerala.  

 Focussing on women welfare and new born, Telangana Chief Minister K Chandrasekhar Rao has come out 

with an innovative scheme – KCR Kit.  

 Finance Minister Arun Jaitley was given the additional charge of the Defence Ministry after Manohar 

Parrikar resigned to take on the new role of Goa Chief Minister.  

 William B Thomas has been elected Chairman of KPMG International.  

 Airtel Payments Bank, offered by telecom major Bharti Airtel, announced that over one lakh savings 

accounts were opened in 100 villages across Tamil Nadu.  

 Defence minister Manohar Parrikar appointed as the Goa chief minister after BJP concluded hectic 

negotiations with regional parties and independents to stitch up the numbers to form a government.  

 Border guards of India and Bangladesh celebrated the festival of Holi together along the international 

border.  

 As per RBI data, ICICI Bank topped the list of banks that witnessed most number of frauds during April to 

December period of 2016 with state-owned SBI taking the second spot.  

 In UK, the House of Lords has passed the Brexit bill, paving the way for the government to trigger Article 

50 so the UK can leave the EU.  

 The Court of Arbitration for Sport (CAS) upheld a lifetime ban levied against Sergei Portugalov, former 

chief of the Russian Athletics Federation's Medical Commission for his role in providing illicit substances to 

Russian athletes.  

 The former Puducherry Agriculture Minister M. Chandrakasu passed away after a prolonged illness. He 

was 67.  

 Commerce & Industry Minister Ms. Nirmala Sitharaman introduced the Footwear Design and Development 

Institute (FDDI) Bill, 2017 in the Lok Sabha.  

 Popular American author, filmmaker and public speaker, Amy Krouse Rosenthal died due to ovarian 

cancer. She was 51.  

 Finance minister Arun Jaitley was given the additional charge of the defence ministry after Manohar 

Parrikar resigned to take on the new role of Goa chief minister.  
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 In a surprise development, Shashank Manohar has resigned as International Cricket Council (ICC) 

chairman after merely eight months in office, citing personal reasons.  

 National Agricultural Fair "Krishi Unnati Mela 2017" is being organised during March 15-17, 2017 at IARI, 

PUSA New Delhi by ICAR-DARE, IARI supported by Ministry of Agriculture & Farmers Welfare, Govt. of 

India.  

 Commonwealth Day was celebrated annually across the Commonwealth of Nations on March 13, 2017.  

 Reliance Commercial Finance, a subsidiary of Reliance Capital announced the appointment of Devang 

Mody as chief executive officer.  

 The Union cabinet approved revised MoU between India and Bangladesh for establishing Border Haats.  

 Recognizing the potential and possibilities in the fisheries sector, Government of India has envisaged a 

program named ‘’Blue Revolution’’ to unlock the country’s latent potential through an integrated 

approach.  

 Hyderabad for the third year in a row has emerged as the best city in terms of living standards among 

Indian cities, while Vienna has been ranked at the top globally in a list by consultancy firm Mercer.  

 The Capital Raising Committee of Bank of Baroda’s board approved raising of funds through the issuance 

of Basel III compliant Additional Tier-I bonds (perpetual debt instrument) amounting to Rs 500 crore with 

green shoe option of Rs 500 crore.  

 The World Bank has agreed to provide loan to develop internal transmission arrangements of the 

upcoming Rewa Ultra Mega Solar (RUMS) project in Madhya Pradesh.  

 Private sector lender IndusInd Bank will buy IL&FS Securities Services Ltd (ISSL), a subsidiary of 

Infrastructure Leasing and Financial Services (IL&FS) Ltd, in an all-cash deal.  

 The world’s first fluorescent frog has been discovered near Santa Fe in Argentina.  

 The Union government has launched Mission Fingerling to achieve Blue Revolution with the holistic 

development and management of fisheries in the country.  

 The incumbent Chief Minister of Manipur Okram Ibobi Singh resigned from the post giving way for 

formation of a new ministry under the BJP.  

 Wholesale inflation shot up to a 39-month high of 6.55% in February 2017, on account of costlier food and 

fuel items.  

 The government has launched a new scheme Trade Infrastructure for Export Scheme (TIES) for developing 

export linked infrastructure in states with a view to promote outbound shipments.  
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 Retail inflation rose to a 4-month high of 3.65% in February 2017, mainly due to an increase in the prices 

of food items.Inflation measured in terms of the Consumer Price Index had stood at 3.17% in January 

2017.  

 Focussing on women welfare and new born, Telangana Chief Minister K Chandrasekhar Rao has come out 

with an innovative scheme – KCR Kit.  

 Union Minister Babul Supriyo has been appointed vice-president of the FIFA U-17 World Cup organizing 

committee.  

 Two Indian companies, Tata SteelBSE and Wipro have been named in the list of world's most ethical 

companies by American think tank Ethisphere Institute.  

 HDFC Bank launched an instant digital Loan Against Securities (LAS) facility in collaboration with the 

National Securities Depository Ltd. (NSDL).  

 The government has launched a new scheme — TIES — for developing export linked infrastructure in 

states with a view to promote outbound shipments.  

 World Consumer Rights Day (WCRD) was started in 1983 and is an awareness day which is observed on 

March 15.  

 The US Senate has confirmed Indian-American Seema Verma for a top health care position in the Trump 

administration and she was set to play a key role in the government's bid to "repeal and replace" 

Obamacare.  

 Power equipment maker BHEL has commenced commercial operations of its first 800-MW unit, a 

supercritical thermal plant in Karnataka.  

 Central Bank of India has been awarded first prize in the implementation of Official Language Policy in the 

western region for the year 2015-2016.  

 Captain Amarinder Singh, who led the Congress to victory in Punjab after a decade, will be sworn-in as the 

Chief Minister for the second time.  

 The government has approved the National Health Policy which proposes to provide assured health 

services to all in the country.  

 Two times Olympic gold medallist Joanna Rowsell Shand announced her retirement from international 

cycling.  

 The Cabinet has approved financial assistance for bifurcated Andhra Pradesh by way of special 

dispensation in funding of Externally Aided Projects (EAPs) and also the irrigation component of Polavaram 

project.  
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 State Bank of India and real estate developers’ body CREDAI have signed a memorandum of 

understanding (MoU) to jointly conduct various initiatives towards development of the realty sector.  

 Unveiling one of the flagship schemes in the 2017–18 Karnataka budget, CM Siddaramaiah announced the 

setting up of Namma Canteens in the state capital Bengaluru, along the lines of the Amma canteens 

introduced by late Tamil Nadu Chief Minister J Jayalalithaa.  

 Singapore's Changi Airport has been voted the World's Best Airport by air travellers at the 2017 World 

Airport Awards for the fifth consecutive year.  

 The Times Higher Education's Asia University Rankings 2017 released listed Bengaluru's Indian Institute of 

Science 27. India among other countries in the South East Asian Region, which bear half of the global 

tuberculosis burden, today signed a 'call for action' and pledged to scale up measures to end the disease 

by 2030.  

 The Bombay Stock Exchange (BSE) has tied up with Sentifi, a Swiss company and leader in algorithmic-

based analysis, for social media updates of 40,000 globally listed stocks.  

 Former Australian captain Michael Clarke has launched his autobiography titled "My Story" at Kolkata.  

 Sun Pharmaceuticals Managing Director Dilip Shanghvi has been appointed by the central government as 

a member of the western area local board of Reserve Bank of India.  

 Residents of a sleepy hamlet in a remote corner of coastal Kendrapara district in Odisha are elated as 

their son-of-the-soil ascended to a top-position in the Reserve Bank of India (RBI).  

 India's most successful Badminton Doubles specialist Jwala Gutta has been appointed a member of the 

governing body of Sports Authority of India (SAI).  

 An Indian-American teen has won the top award, worth USD 250,000, in the oldest and most prestigious 

science and math competition in the US, for her research on preventing death of neurons due to brain 

injuries or neurodegenerative diseases.  

 State-owned Oil and Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC) will invest over Rs 21,500 crore to develop India's 

deepest gas discovery by 2022-23, helping it more than double output from its prime KG basin block.  

 Bandhan Bank, has signed an agreement with Avenues India Pvt Ltd, a payment solution provider to 

provide merchants with seamless access to point-of-sales (POS) and payment gateway products.  

 China and Saudi Arabia have signed preliminary deals that is about $65 billion while four-day visit by Saudi 

King Salman to China.  

 SpaceX’s Falcon 9 rocket conducted its third flight of the year to launch a commercial communications 

satellite in the geosynchronous transfer orbit.  
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 Pakistan Navy conducted a successful test of a land-based anti-ship missile, bolstering the operational 

reach of the country’s navy to launch long-range, anti-ship missiles from land.  

 India ranks 148 globally in terms of representation of women in executive government and parliament, 

according to a report published by the Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU) and UN Women.  

 The Congress's floor leader in Lok Sabha, Mallikarjun Kharge is all set to become the next chairman of the 

Public Accounts Committee (PAC).  

 SAF Small Finance Bank, Kerala’s first private sector in micro financing, was launched by Chief Minister 

Pinarayi Vijayan.  

 Lenovo has announced the appointment of Subhankar Roy Chowdhury to head its human resources team 

in Asia Pacific.  

 A Railway research centre in Australia has entered into an agreement with the Indian Railways to support 

future research and technology development related to critical infrastructure in India.  

 nion Minister of Civil Aviation Ashok Gajapathi Raju performed the ground-breaking ceremony for the first 

ever Airbus India Training Centre in Asia.  

 GST council approves SGST and UTGST draft bills.  

 The students of Maharashtra Institute of Technology (MIT) Pune and technology giant IBM have developed 

a robot, Chintu, which would assist senior citizens in their everyday tasks.  

 Sanjauli police station has become the first police post in the country to be linked with Crime and Criminal 

Tracking Network and Systems (CCTNS), a nationwide online tracking system.  

 India and Brazil initialled the finalised text of the Social Security Agreement taking forward the spirit of the 

Goa Declaration at the 8th BRICS Summit, outcomes of the meetings of BRICS Labour & Employment 

Ministers held on 9 June 2016 in Geneva and on 27-28 September 2016 in New Delhi.  

 In a world-first a New Zealand river Whanganui has been granted the same legal rights as a human being.  

 Yogi Adityanath declared new CM of UP  

 Kerala gets first private bank: ESAF Small Finance Bank  

 Trivendra Rawat elected as Uttarakhand CM. 

 The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has been authorised to conduct field trials for printing plastic notes of Rs. 

10 denomination.  

 Mumbai-based Ushalakshmi Breast Cancer Foundation has released an app to provide information under 

one roof.  
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 Writers, poets, thinkers, litterateurs of Hindi, Punjabi, Urdu and Sanskrit from Haryana and several other 

states of the country have converged on Panchkula for the three-day Haryana Sahitya Sangam at the 

Indradhanush Auditorium.  

 The U.S. state of Kansas has recognised March 16 as ‘Indian-American Appreciation Day’ to honour an 

Indian techie Srinivas Kuchibhotla who was killed last month in a racially-motivated hate crime.  

 Eleven Indian women are among the 25 Asian ladies who have won the ‘Women Icons’ award in Singapore 

for dedicating their lives to social work.  

 Punjab cabinet has decided to provide 33 per cent reservation for women in all government jobs.  

 India and Russia signed two long-term support agreements for the Sukhoi Su-30MKI combat aircraft fleet, 

which is the mainstay of the Indian Air Force (IAF).  

  

 · Yogi Adityanath, the 32nd Chief Minister of Uttar Pradesh now have two deputies Keshav Prasad Maurya 

and Dinesh Sharma.  

 Sun Pharmaceuticals managing director Dilip Shanghvi has been appointed by the central government as 

a member on the western area local board of Reserve Bank of India.  

 A former BJP legislator from Gujarat is set to take over as the new Chairperson of the National 

Commission for Safai Karamcharis (NCSK), which has been headless for about a year.  

 An Indian-American computer scientist, Anshumali Shrivastava has won National Science Foundation 

(NSF)'s prestigious CAREER award for his research on redesigning current machine-learning processes.  

 E-commerce major Amazon India has come out with a new program for sellers to get insights and help 

related to the goods and services tax (GST), called the ‘A-Z GST Guide’.  

 The Government has approved a new scheme to provide financial assistance or capital subsidy to small 

powerloom units, for installation of Solar Photo Voltaic (SPV) plant, in order to alleviate the problem of 

power cut and shortages faced by decentralized powerloom units in India.  

 Medha, the made-in-India rake was flagged off for the maiden run of the 12-coach train from Dadar to 

Borivali, at Lokmanya Tilak Terminus.  

 In a bid to benefit small farmers in India and globally, Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR) and 

the International Crops Research Institute for the Semi-Arid Tropics (ICRISAT) would work together on crop 

improvement and agronomy programmes for grain legumes and dryland cereals.  

 The three days 'International Buddhist Conference' organized by Ministry of Culture and Nava Nalanda 

Mahavira Deemed University in Rajgir, Bihar.  
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 Former Pakistan all-rounder Shahid Afridi has been appointed as the ambassador for the fifth edition of 

the Blind Cricket World Cup.  

 The boards of Aditya Birla Group and Vodafone Group have approved a merger between Idea Cellular and 

Vodafone India Ltd.  

 Mumbai, 41-time Ranji Trophy champions, will no longer be considered a Full Member association in 

accordance with the Board of Control for Cricket in India’s (BCCI) new constitution.  

 World Bank has announced 57 billion US dollar financing for sub-Saharan Africa over the next three fiscal 

years (2017-2019).  

 Coming in support of weak and non-performing Public Sector Banks (PSBs), the Finance Ministry has 

chalked out a turnaround-linked Rs 8,586-crore capital infusion plan for 10 PSBs.  

 The Centre has swapped the Chief Executive Officers (CEOs) of state-owned Indian Bank and IDBI Bank.  

 E-commerce firm Snapdeal announced the appointment of Jason Kothari as the Chief Executive Officer of 

its digital payment platform FreeCharge.  

 British telecom major Vodafone and Aditya Birla group-run Idea Cellular announced the merger of their 

operations and Mr. Kumar Mangalam Birla has been appointed as the Chairman of Vodafone-Idea merged 

entity.  

 World famous tennis player Roger Federer (Switzerland) claimed his fifth BNP PARIBAS OPEN, ATP Indian 

Wells Masters title after defeating Stan Wawrinka in California, USA.  

 ICICI Bank has launched a mobile banking app for rural customers that allow them to access banking 

services as well as information on agricultural services. Anyone including non-ICICI Bank customers can 

download and use the app which is available in eleven Indian languages.  

 New-Delhi headquartered The Bharatiya Mahila Bank (BMB) will be merged with the country's largest 

lender State Bank of India (SBI).  

 India ranked a lowly 122 on a list of the world’s happiest countries, dropping four slots from last year and 

coming behind China, Pakistan and Nepal.  

 All branches of State Bank of Bikaner and Jaipur (SBBJ), State Bank of Hyderabad (SBH), State Bank of 

Mysore (SBM), State Bank of Patiala (SBP) and State Bank of Travancore (SBT) will function as branches of 

State Bank of India from April 1, 2017.  

 Five Indians, including Paytm Founder and CEO Vijay Shekhar Sharma and Shruti Shibulal of The Tamara 

Hospitality, have made it to the World Economic Forum's 100 Young Global Leaders list.  
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 India is home to world’s fourth highest number of billionaires with Reliance Industries chief Mukesh 

Ambani (33rd position globally) leading the club of more than 100 super rich Indians.  

 India's most consistent middle-order batsman Cheteshwar Pujara stormed his way into record books after 

playing a marathon innings against Australia on fourth day of the third Test match.  

 The Uttarakhand High Court has given the status of "living human entities" to the Ganga and Yamuna.  

 Essar's Nand Niketan at Hazira has become India's first private sector township to go cashless, using 

mobile wallet for performing digital transactions.  

 March 21 is the United Nations’ (UN) International Day of Forests, which promotes the importance of 

forests and trees in our lives.  

 A Canadian school teacher Maggie MacDonnell was awarded the annual Global Teacher Prize and won a 

$1-million prize during a ceremony in Dubai, United Arab Emirates.  

 Bloomberg released its 2017 World Health Index. Italy has been named the healthiest country by the index 

followed by Iceland and Switzerland at the top second and third position respectively.  

 In Cricket, Tamil Nadu has won the domestic 50-over competition, the Vijay Hazare Trophy, for the fifth 

time.  

 The International Cricket Council (ICC) announced the appointment of Ankur Khanna as its Chief Financial 

Officer (CFO).  

 Private sector lender Yes BankBSE -1.51 % has partnered with Payjo, an artificial intelligence banking 

platform based out of Silicon Valley, California to adopt its intelligence products.  

 India's Vidya Pillai produced a spirited performance before settling for silver in the World Women Snooker 

Championship in Singapore  

 The government on Tuesday announced Madhabi Puri Buch as new whole time member of Securities and 

Exchange Board of India (Sebi).  

 The RBI proposed to fix the upper limit for Pre-paid Payment Instruments (PPIs) at Rs 1 lakh in view of 

growing usage of PPIs for a purchase of goods and services.  

 ISRO commissioned two major facilities-- a Hypersonic Wind Tunnel and Shock Tunnel-- at the Vikram 

Sarabhai Space Centre here as part of its continuous and concerted efforts to minimise cost of access to 

space.  

 The Assam state cabinet has decided to implement the recommendation of the Seventh Pay Commission.  

 The military investiture ceremony held in the Durbar Hall of the Rashtrapati Bhavan.  
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 Russian bank VTB has decided to close its only office in New Delhi, India to cut costs but will continue to 

work in India.  

 The Biotechnology Industry Research Assistance Council (BIRAC); a Public Sector Undertaking of 

Department of Biotechnology (DBT) is completing 5 years and will be celebrating its 5th Foundation Day 

on 20th – 21st March, 2017.  

 Assam Chief Minister Sarbananda Sonowal launched initiatives to develop Majuli, world biggest river 

island, as India’s first carbon neutral district and as a biodiversity heritage- yet not officially released.  

 Indian Council of Medical Research director Soumya Swaminathan has been named to a high-level group 

set up by UN Secretary General Antonio Guterres to provide expertise on and coordinate the global fight 

against antimicrobial resistance.  

 Shri Piyush Goyal, Union Minister for Power, Coal, New and Renewable Energy and Mines and Ms. 

Ségolène Royal, Minister for Environment, Energy and Marine Affairs Government of France jointly decided 

to appoint Mr. Upendra Tripathy, as the Interim Director General (IDG) of the International Solar Alliance 

(ISA) on a full time basis.  

 Bollywood superstar Salman Khan has unseated his actor Shah Rukh Khan to become the top earning 

celebrity of 2016 in the Forbes India Celebrity 100 List with an estimated income of Rs. 270.33 crore.  

 The Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) Director Soumya Swaminathan has been named to a high-

level group set up by UN Secretary General Antonio Guterres to provide expertise on and coordinate the 

global fight against antimicrobial resistance.  

 Four Indian cities are among the cheapest to live in globally, while Singapore (last in the list) has been 

ranked as the most expensive for the fourth consecutive year, according to a 'Worldwide Cost of Living 

2017' report by Economist Intelligence Unit (EIU).  

 The Rs 3-lakh limit proposed for cash payments in the Budget for 2017-18 will be brought down to Rs 2 

lakh as part of an unprecedented 40 amendments to the Finance Bill.  

 India’s national record holder in men’s 20km race walk, K T Irfan has won bronze at the Asian Race 

Walking Championships in Nomi, Japan.  

 The 23rd of March marked the 86th martyrdom day of Bhagat Singh, one of the most revered figures of 

the anti-colonial movement.  

 A crucial bill to ensure equal rights to people afflicted by HIV and AIDS in getting treatment, admission in 

educational institutions and jobs, was passed by the Rajya Sabha  
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 ASEA Brown Boveri (ABB) India has restored and modernised the critical 1,035 MW Sharavathi hydropower 

plant in Karnataka that accounts for 25 per cent of Karnataka Power Corporation’s generation.  

 PepsiCo’s sports drink brand Gatorade has roped in Indian shuttler PV Sindhu as its brand ambassador. 

The move is as part of the global beverage major’s commitment towards dialling up the communication on 

the benefits of its healthier food and beverage offerings to consumers.  

 For his contributions in the world of journalism, eminent TV journalist Ravish Kumar on Sunday was 

honoured with the first Kuldip Nayar journalism award.  

 Samsung today launched a new digital payments service in the country called Samsung Pay, which hopes 

to bring debit cards, credit cards and wallets under one umbrella.  

 The Indian Institute of Technology, Kharagpur, is the first academic institution to get a supercomputing 

facility under the National Supercomputing Mission (NSM).  

 Dance, music, drama, puppetry, and handicrafts showcasing the spectacular diversity of India, from 

Kashmir to Kanyakumari and Gujarat to Bengal through folk, tribal and classical art forms in all its 

dimensions will be the focus of the fifth Rashtriya Sanskriti Mahotsav being organized in the northeast 

from 23 to 31 March 2017.  

 The government approved construction of 117,814 more affordable houses for urban poor under the 

Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana (PMAY) in six states (Karnataka, Kerala, Madhya Pradesh, Bihar, Jharkhand 

and Odisha) with a total investment of Rs 5,773 crore and with central assistance of Rs 1,816 crore.  

 Ravindra Jadeja gained seven points to become the sole world number one bowler in the ICC's Test 

rankings. He held the top spot jointly with Ravichandran Ashwin, who lost 37 points after a dismal 

performance in India's drawn Test against Australia in Ranchi.  

 In the recently released Human Development Index by United Nations, India is ranked 131 out of 188 

countries in the list.  

 World Water Day, held every March 22, took place around the world on Wednesday, aiming at attracting 

attention to the water crisis with this year's theme: "Why Waste Water."  

 World Tuberculosis Day is celebrated every year by the people all across the world at international level on 

24th of March.  

 India's longest highway tunnel at Chenani Nashri, between Udhampur and Ramban in Jammu & Kashmir is 

all set to be inaugurated by prime minister Narendra Modi on April 2.  

 The French mathematician Yves Meyer, a self-described “nomad” who has made deep contributions to the 

many subfields through which he has roamed over the past half-century, received the 2017 Abel Prize.  
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 In a bid to cement mutual bonhomie, a joint cycling expedition of Indian Army and Bangladesh Army, first 

of its type, was recently flagged off from the Agartala military station.  

 India came down by one slot and was ranked 131st among 188 countries on Human Development Index 

(HDI) 2016 released by the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP).  

 Emulating China and Italy's vertical forests, Bengaluru got its first vertical garden, which it hopes will help 

in curbing pollution and in beautifying the city.  

 Photojournalist Raghu Rai was conferred with the Lifetime Achievement Award by the Information and 

Broadcasting (I&B) Minister Mr. Venkaiah Naidu for “his remarkable contribution to the field.” at 6th 

National Photography Awards organized by the photo division of the ministry in the capital.  

 Ankur Mittal clinched the gold medal at the ISSF Shotgun World Cup in the double trap event, pipping 

Australian rival James Willet in the final in a world record equalling effort.  

 To promote cashless digital transactions, South Indian Bank has introduced Aadhar-based payment in its 

UPI mobile application- SIB M-Pay.  

 The World Bank has signed a 100 million US dollar credit agreement with the Centre and Uttarakhand in 

New Delhi to improve the quality of health care services in all 13 districts of the state.  

 Ed Sheeran, he of pop superstardom and songwriter/performer of the juggernaut that is "Shape of You," 

has been named the recipient of the Songwriters Hall of Fame's 2017 Hal David Starlight Award, which will 

be presented at the 48th Annual Induction and Awards Dinner on June 15 in New York.  

 Indian Para Athletes bagged eight medals, including three gold, in the 9th Fazza International IPC Athletics 

Grand Prix in Dubai.  

 The state government of Assam has signed two MoUs with Mumbai-based State Bank of India(SBI) to 

provide housing loan and education loan for its employees.  

 After e-commerce site Amazon was barred from selling products with the Indian Flag on them in January, 

the Union ministry of home affairs (MHA) on Wednesday issued a fresh directive “to ensure strict 

compliance of the provisions contained in the Flag Code of India, 2002.”  

 Indian Navy fires surface-to-air missile from INS Vikramaitya.  

 Synlight is the largest collection of film projector spotlights ever assembled in one room, and scientists in 

Germany are turning them all on at once in the pursuit of efficient and renewable energy.  

 Post demonetisation of specified bank notes on November 8, 2016, more accounts under the Pradhan 

Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana (PMJDY) have been seeded with Aadhaar numbers.  

 Aadhar mandatory for mobile connection.  
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 The Reserve Bank of India has accorded its approval for appointment of TS Anantharaman as part-time 

chairman of Catholic Syrian Bank.  

 In a bid to woo the mobile-savvy youth, financial services company Tata Capital launched a mobile app to 

offer personal loans up to Rs 15 lakh.  

 Radha Mohan Singh, Union Minister of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare, on 23 March 2017, launched a 

Coffee Table Book titled “50 Years – The Great Indian Milk Revolution.”  

 CBEC renamed as CBIC under GST regime.  

 PepsiCo CEO Indra Nooyi, author Fareed Zakaria are amongst six Indian-Americans nominated for the 

prestigious Ellis Island Medal of Honour 2017 - the highest civilian award in the US for immigrants.  

 Navy gets three naval systems from DRDO.  

 Minister of State (I/C) for Petroleum and Natural Gas, Shri Dharmendra Pradhan launched MoP&NG e-

Seva, a dedicated grievances redressal platform on Social Media for all queries and grievances relating to 

Oil and Gas Sector.  

 Osmania University to host 150th Indian Science Congress.  

 India has marginally improved its position to 87th place on a global energy architecture performance 

index, but ranks among the worst for pollution.  

 Nellore in AP to get Post Office Passport Seva Kendra. 

 

 

 


